
Apostrophes - Possession or Contraction
Look at the sentences which use apostrophes below. Can you figure out if the apostrophe has 
been used for possession or contraction? Possession means the item belongs to someone or  
something. Contraction means two words have been shortened to make one word. Tick the  
correct box for each sentence.

Possession Contraction

I am going to my friend’s 
house.

He just won’t listen 
anymore!

That is the teacher’s 
whiteboard pen.

I can’t say for sure if that is 
true.

I hope he’s happy in his 
new school.

They’ll be back from the 
shops shortly.

I wouldn’t drink that if I 
were you!

She isn’t coming over 
anymore.

That is Holly’s jumper.

Haven’t you heard the 
news?

There is a monster in the 
house’s attic.
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Possession Contraction

We’ll be ready in a few 
minutes.

I couldn’t do it - I was too 
nervous!

There will be an egg and 
spoon race at next year’s 
Sports Day.

We decided to play Sana’s 
game in the playground.
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Answers

Possession Contraction

I am going to my friend’s 
house.

He just won’t listen 
anymore!

That is the teacher’s 
whiteboard pen.

I can’t say for sure if that is 
true.

I hope he’s happy in his 
new school.

They’ll be back from the 
shops shortly.

I wouldn’t drink that if I 
were you!

She isn’t coming over 
anymore.

That is Holly’s jumper.

Haven’t you heard the 
news?

There is a monster in the 
house’s attic.
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Possession Contraction

We’ll be ready in a few 
minutes.

I couldn’t do it - I was too 
nervous!

There will be an egg and 
spoon race at next year’s 
Sports Day.

We decided to play Sana’s 
game in the playground.
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